4/14/70 


Dear Dick, 

In today f s V/ashington Post story on the apparent suicide of Merriman 
Smith, there ere these things about which I wonder: 

His v/ife was in. the house with him* He went to his room to dress 
for a planned dinner out* When she cslled him after a while and he did not 
answer, she went there "and found him in an adjoining bathroom - w bullet 
wound through his head and a *357 Magnum revolver nearby." 

There is no reference to a silencer and is it likely that even a gun 
buff, intending nothing improper on acquiring the weapon, would have a silencer? 

Is it not likely, then, thatbhis wife should have heard some sound? 

Is it possible to estimate, from the available ammo, the range in 
valumo of the sound inside the home? 

I do not for 3 minute suggest the ’wife kn owe kod him off* If she stayed 
with him as long as she did, either 3he liked the kind of guy he was or had learned 
to take it. Nor do I suggest anyone else murdered him* I believe it likely was 
a suicide, whether from illness or other cause. But I am absolutely fascinated thst 
the wife fe ports hearing no sound at all* 

The Post carried the UPI 3tory. I have seen no other* Nor hev9 I heard 
any more detailed or contradictory account on the air* Having been listening to 
the all-news station all day, pretty much, I think had there been any contrary 
.account or any denial, I’d have heard it. 

The unsuccessful effort at making a copy of the 399 pix is enclosed* 

If you miss the note on the back, I’m investing in a composite of the three, my 
first, Howsrdis, andv.my second. S 8 devil T s sdvocate when I send it* 

Best, 


